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On the street, door to 
door, at the beach, at 
the store, over the 
fence, on the job, at 
the mall, at the park, 
at family reunions, at 
block parties, in 
school and dur ing 
games, to the doctor 
and the mailman, to 
neighbors and to 
friends, to the dentist 
and assistant, to the butcher uptown, 
every minute, every hour, every day, 
every way, with a smile, with all 
boldness, making disciples to His 
highness . . . 
On the move, near and far, going forth 
to give the call, let us go, proclaim the 
King, and the Kingdom He'll soon 
bring, always ready with the reason 
•
for our hoping in due season, and 
redeeming each new moment, let 
us give ourselves in payment 
to the One whose blood has 
bought us, praising Him for 
the eternal purchase, lay aside 
all sin which binds us, lay 
hold of His precious 
promise 
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Jesus said, " . . . I chose you to go and 
bear fruit" (John 15:16). 
It is stated in Genesis 1, "The seed is in 
the fruit." Nature clearly proves that 
fact. Monkeys reproduce monkeys. Sun-
flowers produce sunflower seeds, which 
reproduce sunflowers. Humans bear hu-
mans. It is therefore, only logical to 
assume that Christians reproduce Chris-
tians. If the seed is not in the fruit, it is 
probably a hybrid variety that can never 
reproduce itself. Fruit without seeds are 
good to eat, but are an end in themselves. 
A question we may wish to ponder: 
Are we satisfied with the size of our 
congregations? Our brotherhood? And 
yet that is not the ultimate question 
which must be faced. Nor will sincerely 
raising that question offer sufficient 
motivation to evangelize our communi-
ties. Rather, we should examine our-
selves and ask, does my love for Jesus 
Evangelistic outreach is a work which 
God has seriously addressed. It was the 
resurrection which completed the work 
of redemption. It was Pentecost that 
thrust Spirit-anointed witnesses into the 
world for service. Today it is the respon-
sibility of Christians, through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, to reach the unsaved, 
unchurched multitudes with the saving 
grace of Jesus Christ. 
Jesus committed his life to that task 
and left his followers with no option but 
to imitate his example. Jesus came to 
seek and to save the lost. It was the 
purpose of his life. It was the reason for 
his death. It was the intent of the 
resurrection. 
Jesus went and preached. And as 
people followed him, he declared,".. . If 
a man remains in me and I in him, he 
will bear much fruit" (John 15:5). As 
you go, make disciples! Reproduce! 
Christ and my love for people result in a 
passion to reach out with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ? 
• Loving is worth the risk 
To love someone involves risk, be-
cause to truly love another means to give 
of oneself without any guarantee of 
being loved in return. As the love rela-
tionship grows, there is more security, 
but there is also greater risk. Now, 
should there be betrayal, it will mean 
genuine heartache and hurt. And no one 
looks forward to the glad anticipation of 
having a sword piercing their heart with 
the jagged edges of betrayal. 
Thus a fear is born that breeds cau-
tion. Extra time is taken to observe that 
person "out there," and to note certain 
commitments from him or her before 
venturing into the risky area of com-
mitment ourselves. But the scripture is 
clear in declaring that such cautious 
commitment to another is not Christ's 
way of loving. 
When asked by the Jewish religious 
leader which of all the commandments 
was the greatest commandment, Jesus 
responded that he should love God with 
all his heart, and that he should love his 
neighbor just as he loved himself. 
Let me illustrate. Shortly after mov-
ing to Northridge, we were brought into 
contact with Craig and Mary (the names 
are fictitious). About six months after 
our initial acquaintance with them, we 
learned they were about to sever their 
marriage relationship. This began a ser-
ies of more frequent and more system-
atic contacts with them. Mary invited 
Jesus Christ into her life during these 
sessions, and several months later they 
were reunited. Soon after that, Craig 
and I had lunch together at a local res-
taurant. During our conversation he 
suddenly dropped the bombshell, "Mary 
and I are going to send our boy to a 
Catholic school and we will not be com-
ing to your church. Our son would get 
confused." My first reaction was, "How 
can you! All that time I spent with you! 
Look at what was accomplished! My 
church deserves a chance!" Today they 
are not attending church anywhere. Was 
loving them worth the risk? Indeed it 
was! 
Another lady in the Northridge Church 
has endured some most trying experien-
ces during the past several months. 
Jesus Christ has been a vital part of her 
life during the past 18 months. How-
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ever, she recently felt the urge, rather 
strongly, to give up. But later she declar-
ed, "The church has been an invaluable 
source of strength to me." Was loving 
her and her family worth the risk? 
A young man who accepted Christ as 
his Savior after debating the issue for a 
number of months, has also experienced 
a variety of emotionally shattering expe-
riences. Today he is living a life commit-
ted to Jesus Christ and is a faithful 
brother in the Lord. Was loving him 
worth the risk? 
After another family had attended 
church for a couple of weeks, the teen-
ager in the home was heard to say, 
"We're a more together family now." 
Was loving them worth the risk? Cer-
tainly, for without love, these testimo-
nies would not be a reality. 
Love is the link in evangelism. Love is 
the bridge across the great gulf that lies 
between the saint and the sinner. Love 
the alcoholic. Love the town critic. Love 
the dope addict, the prostitute, the trou-
ble maker. Any evangelistic outreach 
effort without the profound qualities of 
love as stated in I Corinthians 13 is 
headed for failure. 
The challenge and mandate 
runs throughout Scripture for 
Christians to go where the 
sinners are. Our communities 
have heard routine invitations 
long enough that seem to 
say, "Come to see us if you 
can, but if you can't we'll 
manage without you." 
The Great Commission focuses on 
the world. It is necessary for the church 
to see each generation, in its entirety, as 
potential converts. The church cannot 
be content to merely win its own. Each 
generation is searching for someone to 
follow, some cause worthy of lifetime 
commitment. The obligation of the 
church is to find the sinners to befriend 
them and to point them to Christ. And it 
may need to be done in that order. 
Jesus initiated the profound love that 
involved risk. He died for us while we 
were still sinners. And we would like to 
think his love for us was worth the risk. 
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compels them to witness and share their 
faith. Christians need to see their faith as 
a precious thing designed to be shared. 
It needs to be understood that when 
their faith is not sent abroad, it deterio-
rates at home. The Christian life and the 
church exist for a common goal—they 
exist for witness. 
The priority of the church is not to 
maintain the good reputation of the 
church, although a good reputation is of 
prime importance. Nor is it the church's 
priority to maintain its integrity or even 
its purity, although again the integrity 
and the purity of the church is of vital 
importance. It is the will of God that his 
church be holy and pure. Jesus Christ 
gave himself for his church "to make her 
holy . . . and to present her to himself as 
a radiant church, without stain or wrin-
kle or any other blemish . . ." (Eph. 
5:26-27). The purity of the church is of 
vital importance, but to maintain its 
purity is not the priority of the church. 
The priority of the church is to minister 
to the needs of people and to point them 
to Christ. 
There seems to be evidence that a 
greater concern exists for the preserva-
tion of the church than for the expan-
sion of the faith. It has been suggested 
that home base has become the field of 
operation. 
I appreciate conventions, seminars, 
etc. Those I've attended have done much 
to help me in my personal life and have 
been of valuable assistance to me in my 
pastoral ministry. But when conven-
tions, seminars, and workshops replace 
personal evangelism, decay and deterio-
ration has begun. When the splitting of 
theological hairs overshadows the per-
sonal experiences of believers, the mis-
sion of the church to the world is in 
jeopardy. Home base has become the 
field of operation. 
As far as I am aware, there is no 
command in Scripture for sinners to 
Joel Kauffmann 
continued from page 3 
It is that love, abounding in the hearts of 
men and women across our church, that 
will provide the compelling force that 
will move our congregations into the 
world to demonstrate that divine love. It 
is love that wins, survives, and conquers. 
Love is the penetrating force that pierces 
even the stony heart. 
• Priorities must be Bible-related 
Jesus' priority was clearly stated, "Let 
us go . . . to the . . . villages—so I can 
preach . . . That is why I have come." 
The main responsibility of the church 
lies outside the walls of the church, in the 
unredeemed community. This is why 
God has placed a constraining love 
within the hearts of believers which 
Sisters and Brothers 
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As far as I am aware, there is 
no command in Scripture for 
sinners to come to church. 
But there is plenty of 
admonition for believers 
to go into the world 
and make disciples. 
come to church. But there is plenty of 
admonition for believers to go into the 
world and make disciples. 
Doctrinal orthodoxy is not sufficient. 
Millions of dollars have been spent 
through the years to erect and establish 
churches, Bible colleges and seminaries 
in order to preserve and perpetuate doc-
trinal issues and principles. And church 
institutions are necessary and need to be 
established. But simply having the right 
opinion about the Scriptures, or being 
free from any taint of heresy, is not suffi-
cient to guarantee that the world will 
beat a path to the door of the church. 
Coupled with a concern for preserving 
doctrine must be consciousness of mak-
ing room in the church for the lost and 
dying world. There must be room in the 
hearts of Christians for a tender love 
and compassion for our fellowman. 
Through the impact of the resurrec-
tion and Pentecost, the Holy Spirit 
transformed the lives of timid Galilean 
fishermen and made them fearless men 
of courage. People responded in repent-
ance and faith to their ministry, in spite 
of opposition. The Holy Spirit empow-
ered the apostles to witness to what they 
had seen and heard in Jesus Christ, and 
people responded. Peter preached to a 
large crowd and salvation came to 3,000 
persons. Philip, moved by the Spirit, 
ministered to one individual in the 
desert, and the Holy Spirit convicted the 
Ethiopian eunuch of his need for Jesus 
Christ. 
It was the Holy Spirit who commis-
sioned the Apostle Paul and empowered 
him to bear the message of the gospel. 
And as Paul was led, and restrained, by 
the Spirit of God, he went from village 
to village preaching the Good News and 
planting churches. It has been said of 
Paul that wherever he went, he expe-
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I only wish I was half 
as good at witnessing as 
I am at not witnessing! 
\ 
I want to share my faith 
with others, but asking 
people if they're saved 
seems old-fashioned. 
I can think of 40 reasons not 
to use the Four Spiritual Laws, 
and I wouldn't be caught dead 
passing out tracts. 
rienced either a riot or a revival. And it 
doesn't appear he feared either one. 
The Holy Spirit still empowers the 
church for witnessing. Christ's disciples 
need the inner motivation and leader-
ship of the Holy Spirit to adequately 
fulfill the task of reaching the world for 
Christ. The church needs to echo and 
re-echo the truth that God spoke to Zer-
ubbabel, "Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit" (Zech. 4:6). 
• Let us be going 
There are many more Northridges, 
many more communities that desper-
ately need the gospel. People hurt and 
need answers to life. The church has a 
special message to share that offers a 
unique solution to the heartaches and 
confusions in which people find them-
selves entangled. While the church is 
seeking new solutions to old problems, 
we need to be reminded that the ade-
quacy of the message remains unchang-
ed. God's simple plan still works! 
Jesus said, "Let us go! That is why I 
came." And so is the commission to the 
church. Let us go! 
The Great Commission is often repeat-
ed and very familiar. Hollis Green, in his 
book Why Churches Die, suggests the 
meaning of "Go ye" to be "As you go." 
Therefore, as you go, make disciples. He 
further elaborates that Jesus assumed 
Christians would be going. Green sug-
gests the apostles assumed the same, 
because the Great Commission is not 
repeated in any of the epistles. 
This rationale appears reasonable and 
logical since the zeal of the first century 
Christians seemed to make it unneces-
sary to have the Great Commission 
repeated. They were possessed by an 
astonishing enthusiasm to witness to 
their faith in word and deed. The result? 
An amazing spread of Christianity. The 
believers were compelled by a mission 
stronger than death. 
Let us be going! Make disciples! Re-
produce! Minister to people with hurts, 
with needs, with heartaches and confu-
sions! Offer direction to their life! Give a 
purpose for living! Such a ministry lies 
within the job description of the Chris-
tian and involves being where the sinners 
are. Evangelism is meeting people at 
their point of need. 
William Booth, in the earlier days of 
the Salvation Army, was criticized for 
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his noisy street meetings. He responded 
to these criticisms, "When I hear your 
church bells ringing, they seem to be 
saying, 'Come to church, come to 
church!' but the people do not come. 
The Army's big drum seems to say, 
'Fetch 'em! Fetch 'em!' and that's what 
we do—and we get 'em." 
This illustration points to the subtle 
reversal of the Great Commission. There 
is a certain emphasis that seems to forget 
that the Commission states "As you go," 
and tries to make it address the sinner, 
"you must come." This reversal is tragic 
for church growth. The scriptures do 
not support the strategy that calls sinners 
to the church building. But the challenge 
and the mandate is woven throughout 
the Word of God for Christians to go 
where the sinners are. Go into the world! 
Go into the highways! Go to every crea-
ture! The "come" strategy must go! Our 
communities have heard routine invita-
Our priority is not to main-
tain the good reputation of 
the church, nor to maintain 
its integrity or even its purity. 
Our priority is to minister to 
the needs of people and to 
point them to Christ. 
tions long enough that seem to say, 
"come to see us if you can, but if you 
can't, we'll manage without you." 
Evangelism is not centered in a church 
building. Evangelism is centered in 
Christ, and is to be the center of the life 
of each believer in the church. The 
church is not a place to bring sinners to 
be saved. We certainly praise God for 
every individual who has found Jesus 
Christ as Savior at a church altar. But 
the church is primarily a place where 
Christians are trained and equipped to 
go into the world where sinners are and 
to convince them to yield their lives to 
Christ and then come to God's house so 
that it can be filled with worshippers and 
truly be a house of prayer. The church 
members must confront this problem 
directly or find themselves escaping to 
the sanctified island of the church 
sanctuary. 
The ministry of Christ and the early 
church was to identify with sinners. If 
we truly want to be Christ-like, we too 
must identify with sinners and their 
needs, and take the gospel message to 
the market places, the street corners, the 
mountain side, and the sea shores. In the 
twentieth century, that includes the tav-
erns, the pool halls, the prisons, the city 
parks, and the homes where the sinners 
are. Such identity and exposure may 
produce criticism, but it will also pro-
duce results. 
Evangelism must be person centered. 
But somewhere along the line we have 
lost appreciation for personal contact 
and confrontation. Thus Christians have 
retreated into the protective fellowship 
of their own group and churches have 
become unproductive. The rope is still 
being pulled from the bell tower on 
Sunday morning, and the bell is heard to 
say, "Come to worship, come to wor-
ship." That is fine and right. But the 
New Testament rings with the mandate, 
"Go into the highways and hedges," "Go 
into all the world," "Go to every 
creature." 
• Conclusion 
When Jesus saw the multitudes he 
was moved with compassion. He saw a 
floundering people, people who were 
lost, people like sheep without a 
shepherd. 
Northridge is composed of approxi-
mately 2,300 homes, population 8,000, 
55% of which have no church affiliation 
or a very nominal connection with a 
church. When I drive through the streets 
of Northridge, I am impressed and bur-
dened with the need that exists in these 
homes. And then it comes to my mind 
that Northridge is only one of many 
communities that would offer similar 
statistics. 
God is calling for workers in his har-
vest field, and the field is where the 
sinners are. Let us be going to the har-
vest field in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
with the unique message of hope, to the 
homes and communities of people with-
out Jesus Christ. 
Devon Bontrager is a church-planting 
pastor in Northridge, a suburb of Spring-
field, Ohio. This article is adapted from a 
sermon delivered at the 1982 Central Regional 
Conference. 
William L. Poteet 
One parsonage in which our family 
lived was so constructed that from our 
backyard we had a direct view into four-
teen neighbors' yards—and they into 
ours! Talk about a fishbowl existence! 
To add to the difficulty of this situa-
tion, we had an irascible neighbor who 
for more than a decade had made life 
miserable for every parsonage family. 
Ours was no exception. 
When our children's ball strayed into 
his yard, he kept it. When our toddler 
innocently explored too near the prop-
erty line, she was sprayed with his 
garden hose. He killed plants in our tiny 
garden when they grew too close to the 
line. He grew furious when smoke from 
our barbeque entered his air space. 
Being a compulsive lawn-waterer and 
leaf-raker, this man was outside day and 
night, sharing what he considered to be 
our shortcomings with every neighbor 
and passerby in sight. 
One of the chief sources of his con-
troversy with us was the waist-high 
chain link fence that separated our 
properties. Every six months a letter 
would arrive at the church addressed to 
the "Chairman of the Board" (as pastor, 
The author, an alumnus of Messiah Col-
lege, pastors the Church of the Nazarene in 
Union, Mo. 
that's my title), detailing how we were 
abusing our property rights and destroy-
ing "his fence." 
What he always failed to mention was 
that several times a day he would lean 
his 250 pounds against the posts set 
every ten feet and rock them vigorously 
to see if they were solid. After a couple 
of such procedures, you can believe they 
weren't! 
Americans seem to be enamored with 
fences. A recent television program docu-
mented an artist's four-year struggle to 
construct a 24-mile, white fabric fence 
through the northern California country-
side! 
Cowboys who "rode the fence" to 
check its condition sang "don't fence me 
in." Indecisive people are said to be 
"straddling the fence" and a person who 
makes a point of clearing up misunder-
standings is said to be "mending fences." 
Opportunists (and suburban homeown-
ers with well-manicured lawns) know 
that "the grass is always greener on the 
other side of the fence." 
New England is famous for its pictur-
esque stone and split-rail fences. Farms 
in America's heartland are surrounded 
by miles and miles of barbed wire fenc-
ing. Electric fences around pasture land 
keep the cows out of the corn. On the 
farm, a perennial job each Spring is 
"mending fence." 
Cities too have their fences. Tall chain 
link fences topped with barbed wire and 
backed by ferocious guard dogs sur-
round factories and warehouses. Others 
enclose tennis courts and swimming 
pools. 
The old white picket fence with its 
sagging gate that graced many of Amer-
ica's homesteads in another era has been 
replaced by chain link, stockade and 
wrought iron fences, hedges and mason-
ry walls, more for privacy and security 
than simply to mark property boun-
daries. 
To a small child fences say "this is the 
limit of your wanderings, this is as far as 
you can go." (Or "see if you can go 
through, around, under or over me and 
escape!") Some fences shout "stay out, 
go away, leave me alone!" Neighborly 
fences invite one to stop and chat awhile. 
The Massoretes, Jewish scholars who 
preserved the Hebrew text of the Old 
Testament for five centuries by pain-
stakingly copying and recopying it by 
hand, were "fence builders." Meticu-
lously counting each letter for accuracy, 
they were concerned about maintaining 
the purity of the text. Rabbi Akiba 
declared in the first century AD, "the 
accurate transmission is a fence for the 
Torah." 
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So concerned were the Massoretes for 
maintaining the sacredness of God's 
name that they built a "fence" around it 
as well. They would carefully clean their 
pens before they would write his name. 
To protect the "ten words" God gave 
Moses on Mount Sinai, a series o f f e n -
ces" were erected around them. In time, 
a body of oral and written tradition 
developed, composed of some 613 "com-
mandments" intended to help maintain 
the integrity of the ten. 
The "tent of meeting" in the wilder-
ness was surrounded by an enclosure or 
fence some lx/i feet high. To all others 
but the tribe of Levi, the priestly clan, 
the tabernacle and its environs said "stay 
away, keep your distance, this is the 
place of God's presence." 
In the Parable of the Good Shepherd 
in John 10, Jesus describes himself as 
the gate in the sheep fence, the sole 
means of entry into eternal life. He like-
wise provided gates for the other fences 
men had devised. 
He came as the Living Word, the in-
person revelation "which we have heard, 
which we have seen with our eyes, which 
we have looked at and our hands have 
touched" (I John 1:1 NIV). The revela-
tion that had come previously through 
patriarchs and prophets now comes to 
us personally through God's Son. 
Through him the province of scholars 
and teachers is opened to all. As with the 
testaments, "in the old the new con-
cealed, in the new the old revealed" so he 
is the key to the scriptures, old and new! 
He introduced us to his Father as our 
Father and since he and his Father are 
one, urged us to boldly use his name in 
petitionary prayer. His name became a 
gate for access to blessing rather than a 
barrier, a fence. 
He came as a loving witness to the 
Freedom's Gift 
This day is new and now's the time 
To live for Christ, the King. 
Oh, sing, rejoice in His design 
As all we own to Him we bring; 
Our will resign! 
Why should one ever walk alone 
Or strive to do or be 
Some specialty? When at the throne 
The King has made decree: 
You are set free! 
Jerel L. Book 
Mount Joy, PA 
truth. "Do not think I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets," he 
said. "I have not come to abolish them 
but to fulfill them" (Matthew 5:17 NIV). 
By life and by lip he opened the gate 
of understanding into the true purpose 
of the Law and the correct motivation 
for keeping it. "If anyone loves me," 
Jesus declared, "he will obey my teach-
ing. My Father will love him, and we 
will come to him and make our home 
with him" (John 14:23 NIV). 
He came as the new and living way. 
Hebrews 10:19, 20 tells us that he pro-
vided a gate into the place of God's pres-
ence and that as a result "we have confi-
dence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus" (NIV). 
He hath ope'd the heav'nly door, 
And man is blessed evermore 
Christ was born for this! 
Christ was born for this! 
Jesus came neither as a fence-maker 
nor a fence-breaker. He installed gates! 
A Year of 
Church Renewal 
The World Evangelical Fellowship has issued a call to evangel-
ical churches worldwide to make 1983 "A Year of Church Renew-
al." The call is made in the belief that renewed and revived local 
churches hold the key to world evangelization. World Evangeli-
cal Fellowship calls churches, associations and organizations to a 
12-point commitment to church renewal: 
1. A renewal of commi tment to Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord of the church and coming King. 
2. A renewal of the centrality of the Bible as the final authori ty 
in all matters of life and ministry of the church. 
3. A renewal of worship, prayer, and the role of ordinances 
and sacraments in the church as the people of God. 
4. A renewal of the ministry of the Holy Spirit in revival, in the 
use of spiritual gifts, and in the unity of the church so that 
the body of Christ might be built up and become mature in 
the faith. 
5. A renewal of doctr ine and ethical discipline in the life of the 
church. 
6. A renewal of the Christian family and the extended family, 
in worship, in godly living and in witness in the world. 
7. A renewal of the church in its pr imary calling to evangelism 
among unreached and hidden peoples, to church planting 
and to church nurture. 
8. A renewal of the church in compassionate service to all 
mankind, and to a prophetic ministry of rebuking evil, and 
to witness for justice in society. 
9. A renewal of the stewardship of our God-given resources of 
people, skills, t ime and material possessions, to a simple 
lifestyle in the church and in mobilization of these resources 
for the glory of God. 
10. A renewal of the ministries of mission agencies and para-
church organizat ions in the service of the church, especially 
at the level of the local church. 
11. A renewal of disciple-making and leadership training at all 
levels of the life of the church. 
12. A renewal of the church th rough fai thful witness in times of 
suffering and persecution. 
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Snapshots from Quebec 
aken from the St. Lawrence -^ggBsBMHK' ) • • } > 
River looking toward Quebec City, L i | K 1 j K 
this photograph shows buildings sym-
bolic of the old and new Quebec. In 
quaint rural towns throughout the province, homes cluster around Roman Catholic cathedrals, indicative of the church's 
dominant influence in Quebec's past; the multistory hotel in the background is one of modern Quebec City's high-rise buildings. 
Understanding the various elements of Quebec society is a significant part of the Millers' assignment. 
David and Patricia Miller, with 
daughter Jessica, moved to the 
French-speaking Canadian province of 
Quebec in August 1981. The Millers' 
assignment signalled the beginning of a 
Brethren in Christ church-planting 
effort in the greater Quebec City area. 
(See the January 10, 1982 Evangelical 
Visitor for more background informa-
tion about the Quebec ministry and 
the Millers' assignment.) 
These recent snapshots help tell a 
story about the Millers' first year as 
missionaries in Quebec: 
D a v e and Patti found housing in this apartment building in 
the town of St. Romuald, just across the St. Lawrence River from 
Quebec City. (Their apartment is the one with flowers on the bal-
cony.) The Millers commuted daily to the Universite Laval in the 
city for French culture and language classes during most of the 
year. This summer they are moving into a neighboring apartment 
building (the white building just visible in the background). In 
addition to providing a larger living area, the new apartment's 
close proximity will allow Dave, Patti and Jessie to continue 
building relationships already begun with neighbors. 
y4 Quebecois couple, Michel and Luce 
Blais (on left), who lived in the Millers' 
apartment building, have become close 
friends of the family. Jessie Miller stayed in 
the Blais home while Dave and Patti were in 
class at Laval; Michel, Luce and their three 
children have "adopted" her as part of their 
family. The Millers are praying that the 
Blais family "will come to know and to serve 
the Lord." 
by Alice Dourte 
^/^elaxing here with Jessie in his lap, this man 
from Newfoundland is one of four English-speaking 
university students who studied the Gospel of Mark 
with Dave during the academic year. Three of the four 
students in the study were non-believers. 
Daily the Millers face the challenge of discovering 
how to share the gospel of Jesus Christ as the Good 
News in their new environment. As our pioneering 
missionaries in Quebec, Dave, Patti and Jessie need 
our prayer support as they continue to develop friend-
ships and work toward planting a French-speaking 
church in the Quebec City area. • 
At the age of 19, this young man contemplated 
suicide. His whole world had caved in and he 
had no desire to live. 




Jesus by Lucille Graybill 
I remember very well when Mr. Noda, 
a handsome young man, rode into our 
driveway on his bicycle about five years 
ago. He slowly walked to our door and 
with a frightened expression on his face 
and a Bible in his hand he said, "I have 
this Bible but I don't know anything 
about it. Will you teach me?" (Later he 
shared with me, "At first I hesitated, I 
was scared when I saw you, a foreigner. I 
thought, can she speak Japanese; can we 
communicate?") 
Very soon we were in fact communi-
cating, and this began our friendship. 
He told us that he had a girl friend but 
things were not going well between them 
and they broke off their relationship. He 
said, "I had nothing to live for, so I 
wanted to die. I was going to take my 
own life." Instead, he decided to come to 
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hear about Jesus. It was not long until 
he opened his heart and accepted Christ, 
was baptized and became a member of 
the Yayoidai Church. 
Mr. Noda had a new outlook on life 
and expressed a desire to become a doc-
tor. Entering any type of university in 
Japan is quite hard, and it seems that 
entering medical school is even more 
difficult. One needs to pass a very rigor-
ous entrance examination. Mr. Noda 
failed the first exam, so he enrolled in 
preparatory school for one year in hopes 
of passing the exam the next year. But 
the following year he failed the exam for 
the second time. 
Many young people would be dis-
couraged at this point and say "this is 
not for me," but not Mr. Noda. He 
decided to study harder and to refrain 
from all church activities. We were con-
cerned and visited his apartment many 
times at night after he returned home 
from prep school. We suggested that 
perhaps God wanted him in some other 
area of study. He was mentioned in the 
Prayer Challenge several times. 
Through this period of discourage-
ment, his faith never wavered, nor did he 
give up his willingness to study. How-
ever, he did change his course of study 
and after three years, he entered a very 
good university and is preparing to 
become a teacher. 
Mr. Noda has never been ashamed to 
witness to others. Through his faithful 
witnessing to his parents, both have 
become Christians and were baptized in 
their local church. 
Now Mr. Noda is faithfully attending 
worship services. He lives alone in a one-
room apartment. Each morning he 
awakes at 5:00, goes by bicycle to the 
local station, riding the train downtown 
to his school, arriving there by 7:00. He 
has one hour of personal devotions 
alone at the school and has his break-
fast, all before his classes begin! What a 
challenge for our youth at home. 
Though he has many struggles, Mr. 
Noda's faith in God is seeing him 
through. We believe God has a great 
work for him to do. • 
John and Lucille Gray bill are veteran mis-
sionaries to Japan, now living in Osaka. 
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A Theological Education by Extension 




by Esther Spurrier 
I remember when the Bookmobile 
first started coming to Zullinger School. 
I had been introduced to the wonderful 
world of books at an early age, but the 
library in town was too far away to 
allow for visits as often as I would have 
liked. So I marveled at the kindness of 
those people who regularly brought part 
of the library to us. 
I felt a bit like the bookmobile lady 
when I first started to teach Theological 
Educat ion by Extension (TEE) at 
Katumbi Church. This church was born 
when a group of believers began meeting 
regularly at Kasiwe Village as a result of 
visits f rom an outreach team from 
Macha Church. They soon decided that 
they needed a more central meeting 
place, so they prepared benches and a 
podium at the Masuku Maize Depot. 
This they named Katumbi Church. It 
was to this center I would come each 
week to encounter a group of people 
eager to learn the Word of God and to 
fellowship together. 
Just what is TEE? Theological Edu-
cation by Extension is a program borne 
of the conviction that it may not always 
be possible, or even the best idea, to 
remove active or potential church lead-
ers from their home situations and place 
them in residential Bible schools to 
receive Bible training. Fred and Grace 
Holland were pioneers in this when, in 
Zambia in 1970, they began to write 
home Bible study materials for pastors 
and church workers. As these began to 
be used in village centers, the demand 
grew; churches all over Africa wanted to 
begin TEE. It was then that a five-week 
workshop was held so that churches 
could cooperate in producing text 
materials. 
Missionaries and national church 
leaders have since worked together to 
write a number of original programmed 
texts, each on a certain portion or theme 
of scripture. Evangel Publishing House 
in Nairobi publishes the texts in English. 
Then, teams in local areas translate the 
texts into the local language and print or 
duplicate them themselves. TEE pro-
grams have been set up now in many 
parts of the world, as the knowledge and 
value of this method of Bible training is 
spread. 
The TEE book is a programmed text; 
students read the material and the 
accompanying scripture passages, writ-
ing answers as they study. The correct 
answer to each question is reinforced in 
the paragraph following that question. 
The class is set up on the basis of a 
12-week term: one introductory session, 
ten weeks of lessons, and an exam. The 
students must be prepared to do one 
lesson each of five days of each week for 





hour to complete. The commitment in 
both time and money is significant for 
most people. 
Each class session begins with singing 
and a short devotional led by one of the 
class members. Following that opening, 
we write a short quiz on the material 
covered during the week. The major 
portion of each class session is taken up 
in a discussion of how we apply the 
lesson materials to our daily lives as 
Christians. Sharing our experiences and 
problems from different societal situa-
tions helps us come to a better under-
standing of each other. And exploring 
the Word of God together helps us bet-
ter understand his plan for us. A time of 
requests and prayer concludes each 
session. 
At the end of the course, students 
write an examination covering the total 
ten weeks of lessons. If they pass their 
exam, and if they have written each les-
son in their books and have attended 
class sessions faithfully, they will receive 
certificates from Sikalongo Bible Insti-
tute. Their successful completion of the 
course can mean Bible School credit. 
This term the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Zambia is conducting TEE 
classes in 18 centers. Knowledge of the 
Word of God is very important. Obe-
dience to the commands of Christ is the 
other key. We pray that as knowledge 
increases, so will the leading of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives that we may be faithful 
witnesses of the changing power of God. 
Author's note: Additional information on 
TEE around the world can be found in Ross 
Kinsler's book, The Extension Movement in 
Theological Education: Revised, published 
by William Carey Library. Also, Lois 
McKinney's article in the April 1982 issue of 
Evangelical Missions Quarterly examines 
problems and solutions in both extension 
and residence programs. 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
The Antrim congregation reports a fruitful cru-
sade on June 2-6 with Dr. Charles Millhuff as the 
evangelist. Also joiningthe crusade was the "Sing-
ing Speer Family." • Fifteen persons were bap-
tized by the Dillsburg congregation on Sunday 
afternoon, June 6 at the Cumberland Valley 
Church. 
Sunday, June 6 was Missions Day for the Mt. 
Holly Springs congregation. Those sharing in the 
services were Abe and Kas Bert, Rev. Donald 
Zook, and Rev. and Mrs. George Bundy. • The 
Paramount congregation recently participated in 
a Communi ty Hymn Sing with three other area 
churches. All the hymns sung were composed in 
Maryland or by Maryland hymn writers. 
Atlantic Conference 
A get acquainted time was held by the pastoral 
staff of the Manor congregation for those who had 
recently begun attending the church on Sunday, 
June 13, following the morning worship service. • 
Three persons were welcomed into the fellowship 
of the Refton congregation on Sunday, May 30. 
A Farewell Fellowship was held by the Skyline 
View congregation for Rudy and Naomi Byler on 
Sunday, June 27. The Bylers have accepted the 
pastoral leadership of the Rolling Acres (Central 
Conference) congregation. 
Canadian Conference 
Fellowship was enjoyed by 220 people on Sun-
day, June 6 as the Bertie congregation held "Bring 
a Guest Sunday." Each family was encouraged to 
bring a guest to the morning service and stay for a 
fellowship meal following the service. • Sixteen 
persons were recently received into fellowship by 
the Sherkston congregation. 
Central Conference 
Guest speakers for the Lakeview congregation 
on Sunday evening, June 20, were Paul and Linda 
Erikson, missionaries to Bolivia. • The film, "Pil-
grim's Progress" was shown on Sunday evening, 
June 6 by the Mooretown congregation, Mi. 
Clarence and Estella Hartman were honored by 
the Union Grove congregation as they retired 
f rom 25 years of service as deacon couple. A pro-
gram of recognition was held following the noon 
meal on Sunday, March 14. Gifts to the Hartmans 
included a scrapbook with a message from each 
family of the church. 
Midwest Conference 
The Rosebank Church reports the men and 
teenage guys prepared and served a Mother's Day 
dinner for all the ladies of the congregation. Var-
ious men had special music and readings. A chal-
lenge was given by the pastor, Jesse Dourte. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma choir presented the cantata, "By 
My Spirit." The choir is under the direction of 
Doug Martin. • The Upland congregation reports 
117 persons attended family camp on May 29-30. 
Dr. Frank Freed was the guest speaker. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Chittenden: John Jacob, June 7; Mike and 
Nancy Chittenden, Christian Union congregation. 
In. 
Crider: Karen Elizabeth, March 20; Steve and 
Shelly (Frey) Crider, Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Gingerich: Dustin Eugene, April 30; Richard 
and Lois Gingerich, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Jantz: Patricia Lee, June 10; Danny and Mickie 
(Calton) Jantz, Rosebank congregation, Ks. 
Landis: Doneen Shari, June 16; chosen by 
Dale and Carl (Frey) Landis, Zion congregation, 
Ks. 
Markley: Ryan David, June 5; Terry and 
Wendy Markley, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Minor: Troy Tunnacliffe, May 28; Jim and 
Wendy Minor, Wainfleet congregation. Ont. 
Seroskie: Kristin Lea, May 22; John and Linda 
Seroskie, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Trent: Ross Woodson, May 12; Bob and Noma 
Trent, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Barnett-Martin: Darlene, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leroy Martin, Clarence, N.Y., and David, 
son of Rev. and Mrs. Harold Barnett, Hagers-
town, Md., June 12, in the Clarence Center 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Richard 
Long and Rev. Paul Hensel officiating. 
Beam-Spidel: Cathy, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
John Spidel, Shippensburg, Pa., and Terry, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Beam, May 15, in the Air Hill 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Ralph 
Palmer officiating. 
Foster-Wideman: Beth Anne, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Wideman, Gormley, Ont., and 
David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Foster, Stouff-
ville, Ont., May 22, in the Heise Hill Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Marlin Ressler officiating. 
Hock-Swartz: Loriann, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth Swartz, and Randall, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ralph Hock, both of Shippensburg, Pa., 
April 24, in the Mt. Rock Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Larry Strouse officiating. 
Hoover-Theobold: Jodi, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dallas Hoover, Newville, Pa., and Kenneth 
Theobold, son of Mrs. Martha Peters, Carlisle, 
Pa., April 24, in the Green Springs Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Larry Strouse officiating. 
Mitchell-Mortley: Robin Elizabeth, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Mortley, Seedbury. 
Ont., and James Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Mitchell, Scarborough, Ont., June 12, in the 
Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Leonard Chester officiating. 
Mitchell-Rohrer: Dorcas Rozella Rohrer, Up-
land, Ca., and Hazo Mitchell, Pomona, Ca., 
March 13, in the Upland Bible Church with Rev. 
Marshall Swoverland officiating. 
Wiebe-Moore: Twila, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Moore, Lowbanks, Ont., and Rudy, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wiebe. Wainfleet, 
Ont., May 8, in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. W. Edward Rickman officiating. 
Wuthnow-Averill: Stephanie Lynn, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Averill, Langhorne, Pa., 
and Mark Leon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Rolland 
Wuthnow, Manchester, Ks., May 29, in Niles, 
Mi., with Rev. Bob Clark officiating. 
Obituaries 
Heise: Stella Lorena Heise, born Nov. 20, 1901 
in Victoria Square, Ont., died May 25, 1982 near 
Stouffville, Ont. She was the daughter of Levi and 
Alice Heise. She is survived by a brother, Clar-
ence; and a sister, Elva Climenhaga. Three broth-
ers and an adopted sister preceded her in death. 
Rev. Marlin Ressler, Bishop Harvey Siderand Dr. 
Walter Winger conducted the funeral service in 
the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church. Inter-
ment was in the Heise Hill Cemetery. 
Herr: Mrs. Christian Herr, Mt. Joy, Pa., born 
March 17, 1909, died June 9. 1982. She was the 
daughter of John and Estella Myers. She is sur-
vived by her husband; a son. L. Harold Myers; 
and a step-daughter, Christine Burkhart. She was 
a member of the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ 
Church where the funeral service was conducted 
by Rev. Dale H. Engleand Rev. Allon B. Dourte. 
Interment was in the Millersville Mennonite 
Cemetery. 
Rice: Donald Rice, Chambersburg, Pa., born 
March 29, 1936, died June 7, 1982 in the Washing-
ton Co. Hospital, Hagerstown, Md. He is survived 
by his wife, Lois; two daughters: Mrs. Cheryl 
Beard and Donna; a son, David; and a grandchild. 
Rev. Wilbur Benner conducted the funeral service 
in the Greencastle Funeral Home. Interment was 
in the Browns Mill Cemetery. 
Winger: Irvine Roy Winger, born July 16, 
1892, died May 19, 1982. He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Irma Zimmerman in 1967. He is 
survived by a daughter, Mrs. Lois Elliott; two 
grandchildren; and a number of nieces and 
nephews. He was a member of the Wainfleet 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral ser-
vice was conducted by Rev. W. Edward Rickman. 
Interment was in the Bertie Cemetery. 
Winger: Mrs. Lizzie Ann Winger, born June 
29, 1889, died June 6, 1982 in the Port Colborne 
General Hospital. She was married to Albion 
Winger who preceded her in death. She is survived 
by a son, Vincent; three daughters: Rose Bearss, 
Orpha Riegleand Helen Saylor; 11 grandchildren; 
and 16 great-grandchildren. A son, Charles, and a 
daughter, Vera, preceded her in death. She was a 
member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
Ross Nigh and Rev. James Sider. Interment was 
in the adjoining cemetery. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
How to enjoy 
your teenagers 
by Sally E. Stuart 
"When my kids get to be teenagers 
they're not going to. . . ." 
I'm sorry, but I have news for you— 
they probably are going to. Neverthe-
less, that is not the crux of the matter. 
Teenagers have a way of being teenag-
ers, but it is what parents are that seems 
to make the difference. How we act, 
react, and overreact to each impending 
crisis has a lot to do with building a 
viable relationship with our maturing 
teens. 
No one has a magic formula; even 
providing a Christian home carries no 
guarantees. But I do offer a few guide-
lines from our own experiences that may 
help you along a well-trodden but poor-
ly defined pathway. 
1. Maintain a truly Christian home. 
Nothing turns a teenager away from the 
Lord more quickly than parents who are 
"Sunday only" Christians. Be consistent 
and solid in your witness. Openly seek 
guidance from God's Word and through 
prayer for the problems that arise in 
daily family living. Control your tongue 
with each other and with your children. 
Don't tell them how to live—show 
them! 
2. Treat your teens with the same 
courtesy and respect you would give 
another adult. Sure, they can irritate 
you. Sometimes you probably drive 
them up the wall, too. Talk out your 
differences without threatening, belit-
tling, or criticizing. 
Sally Stuart is a free-lance writer living in 
Portland, Oregon. 
Many of their arguments are valid 
and they need the opportunity to pre-
sent their case. There is nothing that will 
clog the lines of communication more 
quickly than a parent who by attitude 
and overture says, "I'm always right." 
You are the parent, and the ultimate 
decision will be yours, but making a fair 
and logical judgment based on facts 
rather than conjecture will carry more 
weight with your teenagers than an 
unqualified no. Your teenager needs to 
know that his or her deepest concerns 
and problems will be handled with 
respect and compassion. 
3. Say "yes" unless you have a good 
reason to say "no"! Someone once ad-
vised me that when my children asked to 
do something my answer should be 
determined by whether or not any con-
sequences of the activity would have an 
effect on their lives in 10 years. I didn't 
agree at first, but I have found that to be 
good advice. It forced me to look at the 
long-range effects. 
Frequently, as parents, we say no 
only because it simplifies things and 
because parents are supposed to say no. 
I've made a practice of saying yes when 
the consequences are not far-reaching, 
then truly important no's are considera-
bly easier for them to accept. But do 
think about why no is best and be able to 
back up your decision with a logical 
reason. 
4. Give your older children some 
undivided attention. Contrary to popu-
lar opinion, most teenagers like their 
parents and want to spend some time 
with them—away from siblings who are 
competing for attention. Teens need 
parents who listen to them and concen-
trate not only on what they are saying, 
but what they are conveying by action 
and attitude. 
Don't take siblings along when you 
go shopping for your teenager's clothing 
or other needs. Instead, use such oppor-
tunities to take your older children out 
to lunch or dinner individually. These 
are good times when you can talk 
together—remembering that your side 
of the conversation should be mostly 
listening. 
5. Ask what's happening and listen to 
their answers. I have often heard parents 
ask a child a question, and then before 
the child can get his mouth open, the 
parents take off on a tirade about how 
they know what's going on. Asking a 
question is not enough; you must be 
interested and concerned enough to 
listen to the answer. You will not only 
learn a great deal about your teenagers' 
world and deepest concerns, but maybe 
more important, you will learn there is 
almost no similarity between the heyday 
of your youth and today. Perhaps yours 
was a heyday—theirs can be a constant 
battle for survival. They need to know 
they have your support and confidence 
in their ability to survive. 
6. Recognize teenage needs in the 
choice of clothing and hairstyle. This is 
one of the areas of greatest contention in 
many homes today. Often parents do 
not realize how important appearance 
and dress are to acceptance by peers, 
and the damage to self-esteem suffered 
by those who are forced to be different. 
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On the other hand, teenagers are a 
part of your family, and as such repre-
sent you in public. That alone affirms 
the necessity for establishing family 
standards of dress and hair—a "dress 
code" if you wish. Let your teens know 
the choice of hairstyle and dress is theirs 
as long as they accept the limitations of 
the family code. If they do not stay 
within those limits, the choice reverts to 
you. The key is to give them sufficient 
choice in determining the code, and let 
them know you are willing to make revi-
sions when they come to you with ade-
quate reason. 
Emphasize that as a Christian family 
you represent Christ as well as the home. 
Given that responsibility, most teens 
will create a dress code you can all live 
with. Bear in mind that there will have to 
be compromise on both sides. 
7. Listen to their music! That audible 
groan attests to the fact that this, too, is 
an area of discord. Granted, it isn't the 
best music in the world, but there are 
some good songs even parents can enjoy. 
In listening with our teenagers, I have 
had opportunities to share in their enjoy-
ment of the good songs and to express 
the reasons for my dislike of others. 
Often they agree with me on some 
obvious atrocities. 
Wholesale condemnation of their 
music is unfounded and unfair. Perhaps 
it is my openness to their music that has 
fostered in them an openness to mine. 
We share an enjoyment of Gospel music, 
too. 
8. Ask your teens for advice. There 
are many areas of family life where you 
can legitimately ask your teenagers for 
their ideas. A teenage daughter can be a 
good resource person for checking out 
mother's dress length or hair style. You 
will not always agree, but respect her 
opinion. Dad, ask your son's advice on 
repairs or purchase of a car (you may 
find that he knows more about the new 
cars than you do). Give them a say in 
These ten tips will not 
guarantee every parent 
and teenager will 
survive the teen years 
unscathed, but they 
can at least soften 
some of the hard spots. 
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family entertainment, vacations and 
meal planning. Be sure to seriously take 
their advice into consideration before 
making your decision. They'll be delight-
ed you asked. 
9. Develop a mutual interest. There 
are any number of areas where one or 
both parents can share an interest with 
their teenager: chess, photography, 
books, sports, sewing, cooking, hunting 
or fishing, art, jogging, horseback rid-
ing, etc. These provide perfect oppor-
tunities to get better acquainted as well 
as providing common ground for those 
important everyday conversations. 
10. Help them set goals. We all have 
certain standards we expect our children 
to live up to, but we seldom do much to 
help them achieve that level—except 
nag. Each week, encourage your teen-
ager to set one goal for that week. It may 
be something as simple as picking up 
clothes, practicing a musical instrument 
dai ly, or comple t ing a long ne-
glected project. Get into the act by set-
ting a weekly goal for yourself and 
reporting your accomplishment . . . or 
lack of it! 
Motivation is one of the greatest 
needs of today's teenagers. Setting goals 
trains the inner motivation that will help 
make them successful in life. 
When your teenager has begun to 
master the weekly goals, encourage him 
or her to think ahead on longer-range 
objectives. Achievement of goals may 
well prompt family "celebrations." 
These 10 tips will not guarantee every 
parent and teenager will survive the teen 
years unscathed, but they can at least 
soften some of the hard places. Do not 
defeat your purpose by trying to initiate 
too many new programs at once. Simply 
use these guidelines to set goals for 
yourself—one-at-a-t ime—and don't 
move on to the next one until you feel 
you've achieved some success. Above 





The Messiah College Board of Trus-
tees approved a Philosophy Statement 
for the college and gave approval to 
consummating a relationship with a 
third world educational institution, 
Daystar, of Nairobi, Kenya. They acted 
to proceed on two new construction 
projects—an enlargement of the dining 
room/food services area, and the build-
ing of a new residence hall. 
The trustees also gave initial approval 
to a capital campaign to coincide with 
the 75th anniversary celebration of the 
college in 1984. The campaign will focus 
on a new fitness center, student aid pro-
visions, and other needs of the college. 
The following people were renamed 
to another three-year term on the Mes-
siah College Board of Trustees: Dwight 
E. Bert, Harold H. Engle, Ira Eyster, 
Lowell D. Hoover, and Galen Oakes. 
History of Messiah College 
Dr. E. Morris Sider, Professor of His-
tory and English Literature at Messiah 
College, and also the denominational 
archivist, has been commissioned by the 
college to write a history of Messiah 
College. The plan is to have the book 
published in time for the 75th anniver-
sary. 
Article republished 
Lois Beck, Assistant Professor of 
French at Messiah College, had her arti-
cle, "The Electronic Church: Communi-
cating the Whole Gospel?", originally 
published in the Evangelical Visitor, 
reprinted in The Christian Messenger 
and Light and Life. 
Professor Honored 
Dr. Dorothy Gish, head of the Depart-
ment of Behavioral Science at Messiah 
College, was honored by the Capital 
Area Association for the Education of 
Young Children for making significant 
contributions to the field of early child-
hood education in the Harrisburg area. 
Correction 
In the listing of Brethren in Christ 
honor students graduating this spring 
(June 25 issue), one name was inadvert-
ently missed: Claudia St. Onge, graduat-
ing magna cum laude with a history 
major. She recently became a member 
of the Grantham congregation. 
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"Other seed fell 
on the good ground" 
b , C. W. Boyer < L u k e 8 : 3 N A S > 
In a letter which I received from Asa 
Martin last year, he wrote: "My sister, 
Mrs. Lillian Woolever, missionary to 
India and Tanzania 43 years, the oldest 
member of the family . . . also attended 
those meetings with my father, and 
reports that father was so filled with joy 
as a result of his 'new birth' experience 
that he announced to the family that the 
next male child born was to be given the 
evangelist's name. Well, as it happened, 
the next male child was stillborn, fol-
lowed by a set of twin boys; and lastly I 
was born, the last of 12 children . . . and 
given the name, Asa Cl imenhaga 
Martin." 
About nine years after his conversion, 
Aaron Martin went into fulltime minis-
try in another denomination where he 
remained active in the pastorate and as 
an evangelist until near the time of his 
death in 1949. During those years the 
Lord blessed his ministry and he was 
instrumental in many souls being led to 
Christ. He was also successful in church 
planting, having founded seven new 
churches of his denomination. 
What about his son Asa? His own 
conversion occurred at the age of 11, 
when he responded to an altar call given 
by his father. He was ordained to the 
ministry in 1947, following which he 
took over his father's pastorate at Eph-
rata, Pa., his father having suffered a 
stroke the previous year. It was during 
the summer of 1949, when Asa assumed 
the pastorate of Conawago Chapel near 
York Haven that he made the call at the 
Climenhaga home in Grantham. 
Concerning the visit, he writes, "It 
(From left to right): Asa and Anna Cli-
menhaga, Ethel Boyer, Betty Martin, 
C. W. Boyer, and Asa Climenhaga 
Martin. 
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There was a knock on the door at the 
home of Asa and Anna Climenhaga in 
Grantham, Pa. The year was 1949. Asa 
opened the door to find a young man, a 
total stranger. "Are you Asa Climen-
haga?" asked the caller. Receiving an 
affirmative answer, the young man then 
said, "My name is Asa Climenhaga 
too." Could this be true? Was the young 
man joking or serious? Such were the 
questions crossing Asa's mind as he stu-
died the young man on his doorstep. 
Yes, it was true, his name was Asa Cli-
menhaga, and herein is a story which is 
not only unusual but spiritually inspir-
ing as well. 
We now go back in time, to the year 
1917. In the fall of that year, Brother 
Asa Climenhaga, at that time a teacher 
at Messiah College, conducted a revival 
meeting at the Brethren in Christ church 
in Hummelstown. According to Asa, 
"The church was filled night after night, 
so much so that young people sat around 
on the edge of the pulpit. It wasn't a 
large pulpit and I didn't have much 
room to stand. There were seekers almost 
every night." 
One of the persons attending the 
meeting was Aaron R. Martin, who 
owned a dairy in town. One day a 
housewife, when he stopped to deliver 
milk at her door, invited him to the 
revival. Mr. Martin was 39 at the time, 
and although he was a member of a local 
church in which he was reasonably 
active, he had never heard of the "new 
birth" or what it means to be "saved 
from sin." Aaron accepted the invitation 
to attend the revival. And as a result of 
the gospel preaching of Asa Climen-
haga, he was one of the seekers, receiv-
ing a genuine born-again experience. 
And the young man who knocked at 
Asa's door 32 years later was Aaron 
Martin's son, and his name was Asa 
Climenhaga Martin. Now the reason for 
his unusual name. 
seems I had heard that Dr. Climenhaga 
was involved in a college in the Harris-
burg area, so I resolved to attempt to 
make a contact with the man for whom I 
was named. I made a visit to the Cli-
menhagas at Messiah, and made ar-
rangements to have them visit us at 
York Haven and minister in an evening 
service." 
In regard to his unusual name, Rev. 
Martin, in the same letter, makes this 
comment: "Since my name was not a 
common one at the time of my birth, nor 
indeed has it ever been a common name 
(in the popular sense), I was taught to 
respect and appreciate the name, as it 
reminded my parents and my family of 
the man who brought them the 'good 
news' of salvation by faith in Christ." 
Rev. Martin presently serves as pas-
tor of the New Kensington Gospel Taber-
nacle, Arnold, Pa., a congregation of 
some 200. He and his wife Betty have 
three grown children, a son Kenneth 
who assists his father at the Tabernacle 
and who has recently received his minis-
terial license, and two daughters—Rose 
Mary and Ruth Naomi—both of whom 
teach in Christian schools. 
Each year, Rev. Martin sends to the 
Climenhagas the church's beautiful 
"Inspirational Calendar," one indication 
that the warm friendship and fellowship 
which resulted from that knock on the 
door some 32 years ago continues to the 
present day. 
Rev. Martin's letter concludes, "So, 
my brother, the seed sown by one man's 
ministry bears an abundant and ever-
enlarging harvest, and this is as it should 
be. To God be the glory." 
But before closing this account of an 
abundant harvest resulting from the 
seed of the Word of God sown at that 
revival meeting nearly 65 years ago, I 
would like to remind us again of that 
housewife—whose name we do not 
know—who invited Aaron Martin to 
the revival and who, as Asa Martin says 
"was doing her job as a Christian wit-
ness." How important—yes, even es-
sential—was her role in helping to bring 
about this great, ongoing harvest. What 
if she had failed to give that invitation? 
And is there not an important lesson 
there for us? • 
A resident of Messiah Village, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., C. W. Boyer has been a long-
time contributor to the Visitor. 
GUEST EDITORIAL 
The Restaurant Door 
We were in Gladwin, Michigan, and had stopped for dinner 
at a restaurant on the edge of town. The restaurant had two 
doors. One opened into a fast-food section—hamburgers, 
hotdogs, paper plates, styrofoam cups, et al. The other door 
opened into a lovely dining room with full meals, china dishes, 
and good service. We chose the dining room. 
As we left, David wanted to use the telephone which was in 
the fast-food restaurant. So we went through another door 
which connected the two restaurants and I stood by while 
David telephoned. 
As I waited, I noticed a woman who sat alone at a little 
booth, a dejected look on her face and a styrofoam cup of 
coffee in her hand. In concern I spoke to her. "Is everything all 
right?" 
She looked up at me, smiled weakly and said, "I left home 
several hours ago and when I got to this town, I looked 
everywhere for a restaurant. All I could find was this fast food 
place!" Then she looked down at her styrofoam cup and said, 
"I do not like coffee in a styrofoam cup! I like coffee in china 
cups." 
Now I happen to have the same distaste, so I quickly 
identified with her. I thought, should I tell her or shouldn't I, 
for she already had her coffee. Finally, I pointed to the door 
through which we had come and said, "I am sorry you didn't 
know—for right through that door is a real dining room, with 
good service, china dishes, and good coffee." 
"Oh, no," she said, as she held up her styrofoam cup, "and 
here I sit with this!" 
As we drove away, I pondered on this incident and its moral. 
How many of my acquaintances are restless, longing for a 
deeper and better relationship with God? How sensitive am I 
to their deeper needs, and once sensing their needs, how quick 
am I to respond? And I prayed, "Oh, Lord, open my lips that I 
may speak forth your praise and help those who need you to 
find the door to victorious living." 
Dorcas Climenhaga 
Nappanee, Indiana 
July 25, 1982 
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Children of Peace 
by J. R. Burkholder and John Bender 
Reviewed by E. Morris Sider 
Yes, another book on peace! Surely, 
some readers will think, we have heard 
all that we need to know on that subject. 
Why give us more? 
The answer to that legitimate ques-
tion is not difficult to find. First, and 
most practically, this book is part of the 
Foundation Series for adults (the fifth 
book in the Series). This curriculum 
seeks to cover the range of biblical, theo-
logical concerns of the believers' church 
and Anabaptist tradition. In such a ser-
ies, a book on peace simply can not be 
omitted. 
But there are other answers for still 
another book on peace. Without new 
and repeated approaches to the study of 
one of the important elements for our 
heritage, we stand in real danger of 
becoming acculturated, however unwit-
tingly, by the thinking of our society, 
which knows little or nothing of the 
Prince of Peace. Or, as Matthew Arnold 
insisted, without a continual reexamina-
tion of why we think and act as we do, 
we too soon lose the important biblical 
bases for our beliefs. 
A new study of peace is also timely 
because all of us need to be reminded 
that peace is not a garment that may be 
conveniently put on or taken off as the 
occasion demands. One of my profes-
sors (a former army officer) in a Cana-
dian university was not entirely wide of 
the mark when he one day observed to 
me that he knew our kind of people 
quite well: they would not shoot the 
enemy on the battlefield, yet they do not 
hesitate to attack the opposition in ver-
bal warfare in council meeting! Our 
practice of peace, we need to be told 
again, is a vocation, a calling to act 
Christian in all the walks of our life. 
A valuable element of this book is the 
authors' willingness to tackle the hard 
questions about peace. What about those 
God-ordained wars in the Old Testa-
ment? they ask, and answer. Can peace 
be a reality in a dog-eat-dog world, or 
should we at last be honest with our-
selves and admit that our thinking all 
along has been too idealistic? 
Other similar questions are explored. 
Can we, and should we, be politically 
active, given our historic position of 
separation from the world, including 
separation from becoming involved in 
the workings of government? What 
should our attitude be toward Chris-
tians in totalitarian countries who may 
need to work out their understanding of 
peace in ways different from ours? 
We are greatly helped in the discus-
sion of these issues by the format of the 
book. In the first four chapters the 
authors explore the meaning of peace, 
finding its roots in both the Old and 
New Testaments, and linking peace 
directly to salvation itself. In the next six 
chapters they describe how peace is 
made, not only on the international level 
but in the home, church, and commun-
ity as well. 
The authors explore in the final sec-
tion of the book the Christian's relation-
ship to the state. In a fresh and thought-
provoking chapter (11), they show that 
our allegiance must be to God, not to 
Caesar. And in the remaining two chap-
ters they discuss the issues involved in 
Christians taking part in the political 
process, both in the western democra-
cies and in nondemocratic societies. 
Throughout the book, the authors 
deliberately force us to think new 
thoughts and to ask new questions. 
They challenge us to reexamine the bib-
lical basis for our historic faith. In hon-
estly meeting their questions and chal-
lenges we can be strengthened in our 
resolution to live as children of peace. 
Position 
Available 
Evangel Press is currently seek-
ing a sales representative for the 
printing division. Prior sales ex-
perience and a willingness to 
travel required; knowledge of 
printing will be helpful. Reloca-
tion to Nappanee will be neces-
sary. 
Interested persons are invited 
to send their resumes to: 
Jon Stepp 
Evangel Press 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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